
NCEAOnline
Giving our students 
the best start
The way students sit NCEA 
exams is changing from hand-
written papers to sitting 
assessments online. This reflects 
the way students learn and use 
devices every day and better 
equips them for contemporary 
life and work.

Evolution not revolution
Digital exams are being 
introduced in stages over the 
next few years. Initially, digital 
exams are direct substitutes 
of the paper versions and will 
evolve over time in line with 
classroom teaching and learning 
and broader assessment practice.

It’s a choice
NZQA is working with schools 
and students to support their 
ability to offer exams online. 
Paper exams will remain  
an option for now.

Offering digital NCEA exams for students  
to prepare them for how they will work, live 
and continue to learn now and in the future.

from the paper versions, assessing 
the same things in new ways. More 
innovation in exams introduced.

PAST
Digital exams were designed with 
schools to test ideas, processes  
and system performance 
through digital Trials and Pilots.

PRESENT
 

Most text-based subjects will be
available digitally as direct substitutes  
of the paper exams. Schools are being 
supported to offer more digital exams.

FUTURE
  

Digital exams will be different




